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EDITORS 
MESSAGE 
September has definitely 
been kinder to our bees, the 
warm weather has been like 
a balm after the cold and 
dreary July and August 
months, and It’s been a joy 
to see the bees in full flight 
and hear them roaring on 
the ivy flow. It may just be 
me, but we haven’t had the 
usual horde of wasps trying 
to gain entrance this year, 
I’m told it was the cold wet 
April that stopped the wasp 
queens mating as they 
emerged.  I know they are 
good for the garden, but I 
confess I haven’t missed 
them, however, it’s very odd 
not to see them around! 

We’re getting to that time 
when winter preparations 
are needed and here’s a 
few things to add to your list 
for the coming month: 

1. Seasonal Varroa 
treatment started earlier 
this month and should 
still be ongoing. As 
temperatures start to fall 
be aware this may have 
an impact on the 
effectiveness of your 
chosen varroa 
treatment.  

2. Although there is an Ivy 
flow, check your stores 
to ensure your bees 
have 20-25kilos of honey 
if not, feed your bees 
thick sugar syrup to build 
them up over autumn. 

3. Give your apiary its last 
cut – mice can’t hide 
well in shorter grass. 

4. Think about getting your 
mouse guards on.  The 
little devils wait for the 
bees to cluster – and 
then move in and eat 
the honey, stealing 
precious winter stores! 

5. Watch out, watch out 
there may still be wasps 
about – keep an eye on 
potential invasions of 
your Nucs and smaller, 
less strong hives.  

6. This is not the time to 
mate a new queen as 
the drones have pretty 
much been removed by 
now.  If you’re not sure 
what to do, ask for help, 
there’s lots of 
experience in the club. 

7. Swarming should now 
be over so less need for 
weekly inspections. 

8. Remove queen 
excluders – don’t let the 
queen get left behind 
when the cluster move 
around to access stores.  

9. Inspect your hive stands, 
will they need repairs to 
overwinter?  

10. Plan your winter wraps 
for protection against 
the cold and 
woodpeckers. 

Have fun planning for next 
year, let’s hope it’s a better 
more productive one! 

Lisa 

newsletter@canterburybeek
eepers.org.uk 
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2021 YEAR PROGRAMME 
October 13th - Branch Meeting to be held at Littlebourne Village Hall (information link)  

A warm welcome to both existing and new members and an opportunity for a social gathering with social 
distancing in mind.  Littlebourne has been chosen as both a central access point and for the generous size 
of the hall. 

Agenda: 

 Q&A - The winter months - jobs to do and how to prepare for your next season. 
 For new beekeepers – what to expect in their early adventures, a talk from our residents experts 

Adrian and Dougal 
 Refreshments 

October 21st to 23rd – A return of the National Honey show at Sandown Park 
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/index.php 

The National Honey Show is an annual event held at the end of October in and around the London area, 
with the Venue for 2021 in Sandown Park Racecourse in Surrey. 

The National Honey Show has nearly two hundred and fifty Competitive Classes to test your skills and the 
show attracts beekeepers from all over the world to compete for the much coveted trophies and prize 
cards. 

There is a good selection of lectures and Workshops to attend and booking is now open. See Workshop 
Booking.  This year it’s a requirement to renew your Membership or purchase Day Tickets and/or Streaming 
Tickets online before midnight on Monday 11th October.   

The usual trade show is also available to see all your favourite stockists and to buy items on the day.  

For those of you wishing to take advantage of the Thorne Wax conversion service, our local Thorne agent 
and branch members Lisa and George Jenkins are offering to facilitate this service during October.  Details 
of the Thorne wax conversion table and example can be found here. Please contact Lisa on 07977442282 
or email her at llisa@honeybees.work for more information. 

October 30th 2021 – Dover and District Beekeepers Association Honey Show and Competition.  We’ve 
received an invitation from Maggie Harrowell the DDBKA Secretary to their Honey Show and Competition.  
Full details are in the ‘Information from our branch secretary’ section. Please do take a look at the schedule 
which is an invaluable aide to entering the show but also has some great tips on presentation and recipes 
for your honey.  You may even win a prize! 

November 10th 2021 – Branch Meeting to be held at Littlebourne Village Hall (information link)  

Agenda: 

 AGM – details to follow nearer the time 
 Q&A session 
 Refreshments 

December 1st 2021– Christmas party to be held at Littlebourne Village Hall. Time to let your ‘veils’ down and 
enjoy an evening of fun and chat with drinks and refreshments.  More details available closer to the event.  

Winter work in the Apiary – Volunteers are needed at our Palmstead Apiary.  We need help trimming the 
hedge as this will soon stop us driving our cars to the glade where we park up, and we also need to replace 
the Apiary Bee Shed.  Are you handy with a crowbar or staple gun, a screwdriver or hammer?  Come and 
share your skills to tidy the hedge and make our new Apiary Bee shed… refreshments for the workers will be 
provided!  Full details provided soon! 

Membership Renewals - During the next month you’ll receive an email invitation to renew your membership.  
Your club subscription enrols you not only as a member of Canterbury Beekeeping Association but also to 
the BBKA and provides benefits of the Bee Craft magazine, Insurance cover and the BBKA website with a 
wealth of information available. https://www.bbka.org.uk/. Don’t forget that you’ll need your BBKA 
membership number which will be on the receipt received for last year’s subscription.
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    BRANCH NEWS    
Branch Apiary meeting Palmsted:  

We’ve been lucky to have two branch meetings 
in the last month. 

On the 4th September we had a fun afternoon at 
the Palmsted branch apiary, checking the bees 
to make sure they had sufficient stores for winter 
and seeing how some of the new queens were 
getting on.  Here you can see a few photos of 
Mark inspecting a hive, with Adrian and David 
supporting. Foraging was going well with plenty of 
stores being laid.   

 
Adrian highlighted why observation of your hive is 
key, drawing our attention in one hive where the 

bees were clustered on only four frames on both 
the brood and super boxes – the reason? The 
queen had laid brood in the super as well as the 
brood box, hence the bees were focussed mainly 
on those small number of frames in both boxes.  
As Adrian said, you can learn a lot of what is 
happening with your bees by observing before 
jumping in to inspect.   

Our apiary manager Andy had previously done a 
sterling job in extracted this years reduced honey 
yield, and as part of the learning, we were shown 
where to place the supers for the bees to ‘clean 
them ‘and then how to store them ready for next 
year, avoiding damage from wax moth, mice 
and rats.  Every Palmstead visit is an invaluable 
learning event!  

One of the big learns was that our Apiary bee 
shed needs renewal and the hedge trimmed 
before next season, so we’ll be calling on some 
willing volunteers to support this soon.  

Branch Apiary meeting at Parsonage 
Farm:  

Our second event was a visit to George and Lisa 
Jenkins Apiary on the18th September.  The hive 
inspections were a masterclass in learning and 
coaching from Adrian and Julian, with one novice 
beekeeper stating that he had doubled his 
knowledge in under two hours! 

Adrian gave a demonstration and explanation on 
winter preparations, which encouraged great 
debate and discussion. 
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Even the sun was with us, and we were able to 
chat and relax with tea and cake. (The lemon 
cake was divine!)  

 

The next day Adrian inspected his own bees and 
shared the following on Facebook! 

 

At yesterday's meeting we were talking about 
having enough space for the ivy honey flow. If, 
like me you still have an eke on for Apiguard 
treatment, then you make well find your bees 
making use of that extra space! Better to give 
them a super unless you like to use the wild comb 
in chunk honey! 

 

Lisa Jenkins - Product review  

My favourite choice this month. 

It’s a simple choice this 
month, with beekeepers 
finding varying percentages 
of water in the frames to be 
extracted, including some 
sealed frames reported to 
be at over 20%.  

Your best friend is going to 
be your refractometer. You 

can check individual frames before extraction 
ascertaining the water levels before you extract, 
saving you from losing your precious yield to 
fermentation. 

 

Beekeepers Health September 2021 

The minute we wake up, our eyes look and blink 
till we go to bed.  The next busy department is our 
hands.  We are constantly doing something, 
holding something even when we are sitting 
down.   
Let’s put 40 seconds back to these two loyal 
supporters. 
Eyes:   squeeze both eyes shut as tight as possible, 
and hold for 20 seconds, if you fancy holding for a 
little longer, go for it.  When your eyes have 
enough, SLOWLY release the holding.  Pay 
attention how and what you can feel on your 
face or around your head. 
Hands:  Hold fists tightly and spray fingers open as 
wide as you can.  Repeat this 20 times.  You can 
have your arms in any positions, down, halfway 
up, or above your head.  Try it out to feel which 
position you feel best.  Pay attention to those tiny 
sensations you can pick up. 
Well done for feeling and stay curious. 

Magdalene Mei Halkes, Ministry of Body 
Wisdom 

 

The CBKA members Questionnaire 

With Covid restrictions being relaxed, your 
committee is considering how to re-activate our 
regular branch meetings in both the coming 
winter and spring/summer.  To help us maximise 
this new opportunity, we want to hear your 
thoughts, ideas and aspirations for the coming 
months.  
To help facilitate this we have created a 
questionnaire which we encourage you to 
complete and return. The questionnaire is divided 
into seasonal based topics, as winter events are 
usually indoors, and spring and summer can be 
held outside in apiaries. 
 
Help us find out what you want from your club 
and complete the questionnaire by 16 October 
2021. You’ll receive the link to the online 
questionnaire by email soon, keep a look out for it 
in your in box! 

 

 

 

 



 

Kent Bee-Keepers’ Association is a company limited by guarantee.  registered number 238630, registered charity number 222946. 

Registered office: 26 Coldharbour Lane, Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9JT 

http://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk 

Information from our branch secretary - 
Jan Soetaert 

The BBKA is holding their annual honey survey to 
get a view on this very unusual year for 
beekeepers. Please contribute, by completing the 
survey on this link.  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU
Q9OQWkrHbIhLKozks49DPs_sXvgk5_7OqLVQkOz7x
Bj_zg/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0b12c2Gn_ywvZ-
FrpMXpOFiEkUpwtZ0Hifr1c2Pe1yZRuIBgnFlBYz8ww 

 

Dover & District Honey Show - October 
30th 2021  

We’ve received an invitation for our club 
members to attend the Dover and District Honey 
show to be held at Shepherdswell Village Hall. 

Maggie Harrowell writes - “We invite entries from 
our members, but also have open classes for any 
local beekeeper to have a go with their prize 
exhibits from what has been a dodgy year.  

Last year's show was cancelled, so it might be 
nice to have a good showbench to look at. 

I have attached the schedule of honeys, wax, 
wines & confectionery to be judged. So, please 
distribute the schedule to your members, and we 
look forward to some friendly competition next 
month! Schedule Link  

Very best wishes, 

Maggie Harrowell 

DDBKA Secretary 

 

News from around the world 

Honey from Bees in North Africa – what an intense 
colour! 

 

Managed Bee Colonies in the US 

Managed honeybee and bumble bee colonies in 
the US are up as much as 85%, a 60 year high as 
independent researchers challenge bee 
apocalypse narrative. 

Despite beekeepers suffering high over winter 
colony losses in the last year, this interesting 
research highlights decades of growth for the 
Western Honeybee as a commercial pollinator. 

An intriguing read! Link here. 

 

And finally don’t forget… 

_______________________________________________ 

BBKA Calendar 
The BBKA calendar where branches can add their 
own events and view forthcoming lectures and 
much more. 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/calendar-listing-page 

Plus the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders 
Association BIBBA 

https://bibba.com/ 

Whilst the spring season of BIBBA videos have 
finished, there are a wealth of video’s still 
available! 

All 66 videos are available to watch on the 
BIBBA Spring 2021 YouTube Playlist 


