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EDITORS
MESSAGE
February is typically a very
cold month. According to
the MET office the 17th
February is on average the
coldest day of the year and
I write this whilst watching
the snowflakes slowly turn
the garden white.
Well,
when I say the garden, what
I really mean is the quagmire
from the previous, seemingly
unrelenting
rain
roundly
churned up by our dogs in
the last few weeks. Not their
fault, it’s just been so wet!
Watching the snow is giving
me time to reflect on what
needs to be done in the
garden for the benefit of our
bees,
The queen, will still be
surrounded in the cluster,
perhaps laying a few more
eggs each day. In this
month, there are still only
workers in the hive taking
occasional cleansing flights
on warmer sunnier days.

My snowdrops are flowering
beautifully, but I failed to get
the Crocuses in, both are
good for some early pollen
protein. I wanted to have
some Hellebores for their
beautiful colours as well as
their pollen, failed on that
one too! My saving grace is
a
discovery
of
Winter
Heliotrope that I didn’t know
we had. It’s not a UK native
and can be quite invasive
when established in the wild
but it’s a great garden plant
for bees in late winter. The
flowers are shaped like a
toilet brush and pink in
colour. Finally, I have by
default
and
with
no
advance planning on my
part, Hazel catkins flowering
now with the long male
catkins dripping with pollen. I
saw several of my bees on
these catkins during the
warm days last week even
though they are wind
pollinated and do not need
the bees to reproduce.

CBKA Officers

Next year …. I will do better!

The easiest way to contact
us is via email using the links
above, but you can also
use the contacts page on
the website.

So little work is required,
other than to prepare
equipment in readiness for
all the fun to begin in spring.
Although checking to see if
the bees need fondant is a
must.

Don’t forget that we’d love
to hear your stories and
interests, or, if there are any
topics that you would like
covered in future issues,
please drop me a note on…
newsletter@canterburybeek
eepers.org.uk

And as always, I remind
myself (yet again) that I
haven’t planted the winter
flowering plants I promised
my bees I would last year!

P.S. Did you know St
Valentine was also the
Patron saint of Beekeepers?
Lisa
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2021 YEAR PROGRAMME
As we know COVID-19 restriction are still in place, and we all hope that the various vaccines now available
will allow us to get back to a normal programme (and some semblance of normal life) later in the year.
Therefore we will continue to provide a series of Zoom meetings which we hope you will find of interest and
support for your bee keeping activities. It’s not yet clear when or if we will be able to hold training meetings
at the Apiary in Bekesbourne or arrange our usual Safari days which are so well supported, but we will keep
you up to date as events progress.
If you missed Steve Trim from VenomTech on 3rd February, it was a fascinating zoom. Who knew that there
was a specialist laboratory in Kent that provides venom for research and development leading to many
applications for life saving drugs. (Clearly and fortunately, Adrian who organised this, does!) It was
particularly interesting for us as Bee keepers to see how easy it is to extract venom from Bees with no harm
to them at all. In fact Steve expressed a wish that all his other venom was so easy and so plentiful to obtain.
Several members expressed their thanks following the meeting:
Annie McIlroy - ’Fascinating talk tonight from Steve Trims - thank
you Steve (and to Adrian for organising!)’
Rajini Dasan – ‘Fascinating talk, thank you!’
Lisa Jenkins – ‘Excellent talk, fascinating. The live snake in the
background added to the atmosphere. Great evening zoom,
thank you.’
Julian McIlroy – added two links related to Venom – The hunt for
Australia’s deadliest snakes. The search for the world's most
deadly snake, the taipan, and how taipan antivenom was
developed
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B075687VMD/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_3C6FQTZF1YWCY43QPEPM
Venom: The secrets of nature's deadliest weapon. The breadth of venoms in the animal kingdom.
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0565094033/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_1YDKBJ4Q6ZFA7P13HGAX
KBKA also invited us all to join their zoom meeting on Saturday 6th February.
Professor Tim Sparkes – ‘The Changing Season’ - Tim showed with detailed surveys how our climate has
been changing and the effect this has on our plants. There was a noticeable ‘step change’ in the eighties
when the change in temperature showed a dramatic effect on different plant varieties, and he made the
point that whilst it appears we have a warmer longer summer, this does not mean that the plants that
provide our much needed nectar have a longer season, in some cases it has the opposite effect!
Mark Ballard – ‘Removing bees from difficult places’ Another fascinating talk, where Mark shared his
strategies for removing bees from some very challenging places safely. His top tips included, always use
scaffolding, if the client doesn’t want to pay for it, then he doesn’t extract. He doesn’t knock down
chimneys, but rather uses a long rod with a hinged board that he opens once the rod is under the bees in
the chimney and then pulls the whole colony up. Mark shared several simple ideas to make extraction
easier. If the KBKA puts the meeting online and you want to glean some tips, this would be a good watch!

MEETING ON 3RD MARCH
Julie Coleman of Whitstable and Herne Bay Beekeepers will join us to talk about winter and summer
feeding. With spring just around the corner, this will be a useful time to ask questions of Julie, who is a Master
beekeeper. She is also the education officer for Kent Beekeepers Association and Whitstable and Herne Bay
Beekeepers. Julie has kindly supported our association in previous years as an assessor for the practical
beekeeping assessments.

MEETING IN APRIL
TBA - potential speaker with wasp expertise.
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BRANCH NEWS
My first year Chairing the KBKA
David Cockburn
My first year Chairing the KBKA has not gone as I
planned, nothing unusual about that in 2020.
Fortunately, I was ably supported by Steve
Clarkson as secretary while Dougal contributed
significantly by pestering the KBKA to contribute
something useful to Kent beekeeping as it could
no longer function as just a talking shop.
For some unjustified reason in the Spring we
thought our COVID-19 virus problem would be
over by autumn and we could have a normal
winter programme so were slow to get started on
preparing a series of winter lectures, but we
contributed significantly at short notice to a virtual
National Honey Show and there are Zoom
lectures upcoming.
An important function of the KBKA is to act as a
channel for bringing members concerns to bear
on the BBKA and therefore influencing British bee
policy. When it came to voting, Kent as a medium
sized association was well placed, whether the
vote was based on delegates or on counting
members. However, there was a significant risk to
democracy as some other association delegates
to the BBKA did not always reflect what the
majority of members thought. The risk was
compounded by a weakness in the mechanism
for consulting members. Understandably most
members are not interested in the machinations
of BBKA politics and it has been well said that the
rancour generated by such disagreements is in
inverse proportion to their importance. But while
BBKA is not a campaigning organisation it is at
least well informed about honeybees and so
better placed to influence government policy
than some of those who speak with a loud voice
on subjects where they have superficial
knowledge.

In my garden, the 2020 spring build up was a
success and I ended up with fast growing colonies
suddenly slowed down by a dry summer. With no
swarm preparations seen I was getting spoilt and
expected everything to go well, so a high varroa
count at the end of July brought me up short. I
quickly switched to autumn mode, removing the
supers, taking a good harvest, and slapping on
the Apiguard. I missed meeting the public and
selling honey, at Brogdale, Whitefriars and the
ploughing match but found an outlet for my
harvest in the local farmers market.
The long warm autumn appeared to have led to
hungry bees working their way through their stores
faster than usual so one hive was not as heavy as
I’d like for the time of year. I can see fondant
feeding being important this winter, I’ve not so far
lost a colony to starvation and there would be no
excuse for starting now.
While we humans are discombobulated by a
succession of unusual events, our bees carry on as
they have for thousands of years, stability in an
unstable world. So let us look forward with hope
to taking a first look at our thriving colonies in
March, diverting their teenage urge to swarm and
encouraging them to pile up a hive full of
delicious honey while protecting them from their
enemies. Who knows what the new vaccine
technology will bring to the fight against bee
viruses

Kent is also well placed to have some influence
on the beekeeping world via its part ownership of
BeeCraft entitling us to have a delegate on the
board of the magazine. The recent history of the
magazine has indicated it needs work, with
increasing irrelevance leading to declining sales
and reduced revenue, so as your delegate I have
supported the new look and tried to encourage
more focus on members. This has resulted in some
increase in sales and we will continue to work to
carve out a more distinctive role.
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Emergency Bee Rescue in Merton Lane –
an update – Roy King

A shot of Roy’s bees in flight

On the last day of 2020, Jan Soetaert issued an
emergency appeal on Facebook for help to save
some Bees in a felled tree in Merton Lane.
The Bees were in 2-3 slices of a felled tree and
were very cold, Roy King rose to the challenge,
rescued the bees, took them home and has since
called the queen ‘Evie’.

Roy told us last week that the Evie’s bees are still
hanging on …..They might make it through the
winter yet!
Watch this space...

Have you made your pollen Patties yet?
Lisa Jenkins
Day 18 in the Evie story.
Opened them up to find the candipolline was
almost all gone. Took the opportunity to transfer
them into a full hive with the additional insulation
inside to reduce the frame count to 5 in use.
(The picture is before they were swapped over).
Swapped a frame from the main hive as
resources and as they are in a proper hive, there
was space to put a slab of fondant on them (and
the main one). All seem to be doing well.

This is an experiment for us, having never made
pollen patties for our bees before. I’ve seen
several posts to advise that pollen is a good idea
to support our bees in a strong spring start. So, we
decided to give it a try. I really hope the bees do
find it helpful and like it. The dough itself is like
making a sticky cooky dough which is fun, but I
have to confess I found the smell disgusting!
Ingredients used:
1. 1 litre of 1:1 sugar syrup
2. 2 litres Dry Pollen Substitute
3. 1 tbls Honeybee Healthy or 4 drops
lemongrass oil (added to syrup)
4. Wax Paper.
Mix all the ingredients to a very stiff paste, place a
big spoonful on wax paper with another sheet on
top and roll out. Looks like pancake day already!

The main hive bees are spread across all the
frames and into the under-super too. They had a
mad couple of hours doing their "relief flights"
earlier and a couple were flying out of Evie’s clan
too.
Place on top of the frames – let’s hope it works!
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News from around the world
Government breaks pledge to maintain
ban on bee-harming pesticide
There has been mixed feelings on the
Governments’ decision to allow emergency
authorisation of a pesticide to help sugar beet
farmers.

environmental organisations, including Pesticide
Action Network and the RSPB, wrote a joint letter
to Mr Eustice the Environment Secretary calling on
the government to publish the new evidence that
led to the derogation being approved.

China’s shady syrup swindlers
Extracts from an article by
Jonathan Ungoed - Thomas and Jonathan Leake

A beet leaf infected with yellows virus.
Photograph: Denis Charlet/AFP/Getty
The product containing the neonicotinoid
thiamethoxam was sanctioned for emergency
use on sugar beet seeds and farmers have
welcomed the decision to help save their crops.
“Virus yellows disease is having an
unprecedented impact on Britain’s sugar beet
crop, with some growers experiencing yield losses
of up to 80%, and this authorisation is desperately
needed to fight this disease. It will be crucial in
ensuring that Britain’s sugar beet growers
continue to have viable farm businesses”.
Others hold a different view:
BBKA: "extremely disappointed" and very
concerned about the licence to allow
neonicotinoids to be used on sugar beet. A Letter
from President, Chair and Technical Manager is
being sent to associations asking to send your
objections to a public consultation. (See final
page)
The Wildlife Trusts is to take legal action against
the UK government over its decision to allow a
pesticide that is almost entirely banned in the EU.
Multiple studies, including large-scale field trials,
have found that neonicotinoids harm pollinators
and aquatic life. Research has also shown that
they can be linked to the wider collapse in
biodiversity.
Several hundred thousand people have now
signed various online petitions against the move.
Earlier this month, more than 30 wildlife and

Bee farmers in Mexico have seen the prices for
their honey plummet in the last five years. Many of
Mexico’s estimated 42,000 beekeepers – much of
whose honey goes to Europe – are now giving up
and abandoning their hives.
China is blamed for this financial plight, with
cheap honey and sugar syrup produced on an
industrial scale and blended together.
Beekeepers believe this adulterated honey is
responsible for saturating the market, crashing
global prices and deceiving millions of customers.
“Most of the honey imported from China into
Europe is blended with syrup,” says Etienne
Bruneau, chairman of the honey working party at
the European agricultural umbrella organisation
Copa-Cogeca. “
In the UK, beekeepers are also finding themselves
squeezed by bargain honey pouring off the
production lines in China. "Even for large scale
bee farmers the size of the operation would need
to be off the scale to be able to compete on
price for the product that they sell as honey,” says
Martin Pope, who runs Beeza Ltd, producing
honey and wax products from apiaries around
Kingsbridge in South Devon.
If, as alleged honey is being adulterated on a
global scale, why are there so rarely
prosecutions? The answer lies partly in the
science, partly in the failure of regulators to
understand and co-ordinate that science, but
also in the nature of honey itself.
Honey is not just a single consistent substance.
Instead it’s a complex mix of sugars which vary
according to the region it comes from, the flowers
it is derived from and the time of harvesting.
Designing a test that can work across a range of
honeys and pick out the adulterated ones is a
serious scientific challenge.
Scientists and regulators around the world are
now developing a test with a vast database of
sample honeys which they hope will lead to the
prosecution of honey fraudsters and bring the
illicit industry to a sticky end.
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Finally from the branch…
A short poll was taken from the beekeeping group
covering Grove Ferry and Preston on how they felt
their bees were fairing so far this year.
There were mixed responses:
Martin Swift – ‘this summer I reduced my six
families down to two. When I checked the hives
just over two weeks ago both queens were there
and looked OK. I put some strips of fondant in,
some were flying around a couple of times last
week but now I have to say I’m not sure if they will
survive. The wind is coming straight off the sea
and through the garden. Let’s see!
Janet McDonald - ‘I’ve had la few colonies lost
over winter but have enjoyed exploring some out
apiaries together with Jenny (Warby) which
worked really well and we are looking forward to
finding ways to expand on that this year.
After nearly a year in Lockdown. I am still running
weekly ‘Bee Club’ zoom sessions for the L’Arche
community. Having survived three outbreaks of
COVID-19 the community are looking forward to
vaccinations and easing restrictions which will
hopefully allow them to think about having a bee
club which manages a L’Arche hive. The zoom
bee club has been very popular and we’ve
enjoyed visits from some of the Canterbury
beekeepers sharing their knowledge and
experiences.’
George Jenkins – ‘the warm weather last week
brought the bees out in a frenzy of cleansing
flights – the car suffered…… it now looks pebble
dashed!’
_______________________________________________
On a final note from Stuart Andrews
This period of cold weather is an excellent time to
put drawn super frames outside to help kill off any
pathogens including wax moth stages I’ve been
using this natural method (no chemicals) for a few
years and would recommend it. Boxes also
stacked outside throughout the winter months.

BBKA Calendar
The BBKA calendar where branches can add their
own events and view forthcoming new year’s
lectures and much more.
https://www.bbka.org.uk/calendar-listingpageBIBBA lectures in the new year.
https://bibba.com/

BBKA Neononics letter to associations
From the President, Chair and Technical
Manager. As referred to in our editorial on
Government breaks pledge to maintain ban on
bee-harming pesticide
https://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/2021/02/ne
onics-bbka-opposes-their-use/

South East Annual Report from the
National Bee Unit
By Kray Wreford our Regional Bee Inspector. Those
of you who have enjoyed our safari days will have
met Kay and enjoyed the experience of her
sharing her vast expertise which is delivered with
great humour and wit)
https://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/2021/02/202
0-rbi-report/

BBKA Presidents letter – Margaret Wilson.
Margaret provides an overview of the previous
year and requests members feedback in a
recently sent out a questionnaire regarding the
BBKA News. Please support this request
https://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/2021/02/bb
ka-president-letter-january-2021/

The 2021 BBKA Spring Convention
16-18 April
A virtual event offering a mix of practical and
scientific lectures and presentations. To include a
light-hearted Association team quiz. Any one
fancy putting a team together for Canterbury? –
https://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/2021/02/202
1-bbka-spring-convention/
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