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CANTERBURY BEEKEEPERS
A branch of Kent Beekeepers Association
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DATES FOR DIARY: yearbook at http://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/calendar/cbka-list/
Wednesday 10th January

Indoor meeting, Whitefriars Management Suite, CT1 2LF 7.30-9.30pm
Members tips on good beekeeping husbandry

Saturday 13th January

BBKA annual delegates meeting, Myton School, Myton Rd, Warwick
CV34 6PJ.

Saturday 3rd February

Closing date for applications for BBKA module examinations

Wednesday 7th February

Indoor meeting, Whitefriars Management Suite, CT1 2LF 7.30-9.30pm
Branch queen rearing (led by Jan Soetaert)

Wednesday 7th March

Indoor meeting, Whitefriars Management Suite, CT1 2LF 7.30-9.30pm
Kay Wreford (North Kent Seasonal Bee Inspector) on European Foul
Brood management and prevention

You can get our calendar, either as a google calendar (cantbees@gmail.com), or for other programmes
using this URL: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/cantbees%40gmail.com/public/basic.ics

INDOOR MEETING, 10TH JANUARY
This meeting will be a general discussion about beekeeping husbandry, with
questions and answers provided by branch members. To that end, we need
some information from you.
1. Will you be attending the meeting on 10th January?
If you are coming, and have some left-over Xmas nibbles to share, bring
them along!
2. Do you have any questions that you want to raise? (anonymously or not)
These don't have to be very complex questions. Here's a few examples, but
we'd like to know what's actually on your mind. Send them to Adrian, and
we will organise them into a semi-structured discussion.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I'm buying some new boxes/wax/frames in the winter sales. Would anyone
like to combine an order with me?
What should I be doing to make sure my bees make it into Spring?
I'm getting bees for the first time this Spring. What equipment should I buy,
and from where?
How to I store/sterilise my frames and boxes over the winter?
I've heard that everyone has treated their bees with oxalic acid over Xmas,
but I haven't. Should I be worried?
I want to make increase this year. Should I raise queens or do splits?
I don't want to make increase this year, but need some ideas to help me prevent swarming

DIRECTIONS
Whitefriars Conference room Canterbury
Free parking in the multi-storey car park. Collect your ticket and this will be processed during the meeting. Park on the
1st floor on the left and take the corridor down to the management suite at the bottom of the corridor on the left.
Please car share if you can, since Whitefriars have to pay the cost of this on our behalf.

By car

Set SatNav post code to CT1 2TF

Go around the ring road and at the roundabout opposite the Police Station turn through the city walls into Watling
Street. Go past the bus station on your right and the Whitefriars multi-storey car park is straight ahead and right at the
mini-roundabout. If coming from the south go down the Old Dover Rd and straight across the roundabout through the
city walls.

By foot / BUS
Between the Bus Station and Whitefriars centre there is an alleyway between Boots and Next. Here there is an entrance
to the car park. Go to the first floor by lift and turn left out of the lift through double doors. The management suite is 20
yards along this corridor.
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BRANCH NEWS
Subscriptions

Winter Equipment Sales

I’m pleased to say that almost every member has
now renewed their membership of
KBKA/Canterbury for 2017-8. Thanks to all for using
the electronic forms, and to Julian Audsley for
reminding some of us to renew. I have now crosscorrelated our membership records with our
distribution lists, and if you receive this newsletter
by email, then I’ve got it right! Soon I will tidy up
access to the website, keeping some of the areas
restricted just to bona fide members and friends.

Dougal Hendry has been perusing the various
emails from equipment suppliers that always
arrive after Christmas. Or, in the case of Bee
Equipment in Bridge, almost daily emails since the
beginning of December! January is definitely a
good time to get frames, hive boxes and sundry
bits.

Christmas Meeting
Magdalene Mei Halkes treated us all to a great
supper at our Christmas party in early December,
and this is the formal acknowledgement of our
thanks to her. The company was as convivial as
the food was tasty, and a good time was had by
all. There are even a few photos posted on our
Facebook page (See below).

Social Media
A quick reminder that as well as our website, we
do have a facebook group for members to use.
Here we will post events and other important
news for members, but primarily it is a place
where we can all interact. Importantly, it’s a
private group, so you can use it to ask anything
about beekeeping, organise ad hoc catch-ups
with others, post your favourite photos, and all
those other things that we love to do on our
phones. If you haven’t joined the group yet, then
search for Canterbury Beekeepers, or click on

https://www.facebook.com/groups/canterburybeeke
epers/

Two particular things Dougal has noted are that
(unusually) Maisemore are having a poly-hive sale
(~20% off inc nucs and nuc parts) and that Paynes
are offering Apideas for just under £20 each (15%
off). As ever Thorne’s have decent deals on frame
2nds.
Thorne still offer free shipping on a £100 order.
Maisemore want a £200 order before free
shipping kicks in. I think Paynes may be at the
£150 mark - but I can’t see any reference on their
new website.
It is likely that Dougal and some chums will be
putting in a combined order to Maisemore, but
their Thorne and Paynes wishlists may not make
the threshold - so there might be scope for others
to join in.
If you have any equipment purchases planned in
the next week or two, why not share them on the
Facebook page, and see if you can save some
P&P?
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For more information go to http://ruxleybeekeepers.org.uk/Site/Lectures.html
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BBKA NEWS
As you will have seen in the diary, next weekend, 13th January sees the annual
delegates’ meeting (ADM) of BBKA in Warwickshire. It promises all the usual fun of an
ADM – lots of propositions from BKA around the country, and some unseemly
squabbling between the volunteers who help to run the BBKA as an organisation of
some 25,000 members. The fight this time will feature in the blue corner, Ian Homer,
who together with his wife Ruth, took on the major undertaking that was the International Meeting of Young
Beekeepers, in July 2017. In the red corner are some of the senior members of BBKA executive, who tried to
look after the interests of BBKA during the run-up to the IMYB. And in the green corner will be some of the
associations who look on with despair at the rather public fights that are going on.
Ian Homer recently sent along some documents that he will be attempting to present at the ADM. I offer
them below for your interest, should you care.
There are also the BBKA ADM papers linked below. Some of the links will require you to log into the BBKA
website with your membership details.
Fortunately, being so far from the throbbing gristle at the heart of the BBKA, not much of this will affect the
beekeepers of East Kent. However, it is “our” membership money that is central to the arguments, so I have
to bring it to your attention. BBKA is trying (double meaning intended).
BBKA statement, July 2017
ADM papers, January 2018
ADM propositions, January 2018 (confirmation of suspension of Ian Homer as trustee are in the last 3 pages)
Ian Homer papers, December 2017
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8qkrcw9f5yp2y7x/Homer%201217%20-%20Rebuttal.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/23u1wc4wksjj67m/Homer%201217%20-%20Appendix%202.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g3ptwj48pantqwn/Homer%201217%20-%20Appendix%201.pdf?dl=0
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More information: http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Beginners_Day.html
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