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CHRISTMAS PARTY
We have organised a party for Canterbury beekeepers at St Mary’s Hall in Upper Harbledown on Saturday 3rd
December at 7pm. Beekeepers, friends and partners are all welcome: we’ll be charging £10/head to cover food
and hall hire. We are still finalising the details, but it will be a three course meal, with options for both vegetarians
and omnivores. Magdalene Mei Halkes has kindly offered to organise the catering for us, so the price will be
substantially less than what we might pay at a commercial location. Here’s an approximate idea of the menu,
which will expand or contract, dependent on the numbers attending:

Cold:
tomatoes / mozzarella cheese platter
Mixed green salad leaves
Boiled Gammon
Grilled Vegs.(pepper/courgettes) salad

Hot:
Roast Duck Chinese style
Chicken Satay sticks
Grilled prawns
Mixed vegetables stew /curry
Roasted root vegetables
Rice
Baked potatoes

Puddings:
Carrot cake/Fruit cake
Apple flan/Lemon drizzle cake
Fruit crumble
If you want to bring along something to drink (alcoholic or not), that would be very welcome! Please let us
know that you are coming by Monday 28th November, so we can get the catering right. Email
cantbees@gmail.com or phone David Cockburn on 01227 457517. Ideally you’ll pay by bank transfer: Account
name: Kent Beekeepers’ Association/Canterbury Branch Sort code: 30-91-60, Account number: 00371771
Alternatively, send a cheque payable to Kent Beekeepers’ Association to our treasurer, Joan – whose address
is on the front page.

DIRECTIONS
St Mary’s Hall, Roman Road, Upper Harbledown, Canterbury CT2 9AT
Coming out of Canterbury on the A2050, pass through the
traffic lights at Palmars Cross Hill, and look out for a right turn
onto Roman Road, about 200m past the lights. Try not to miss it,

or

you will end up on the A2, and have to go up to Dunkirk!
Follow Roman Road for about 600m through Upper
Harbledown. There is a left turn signed to “Boughton,
Faversham, A2”: the hall is on the right hand side at this
junction. Parking is on the street – please be considerate of the
neighbours and park beyond the “access to London Road”
sign.

By foot / BUS
The 3/3B service from Canterbury to Faversham stops very close to St Mary’s Hall, and takes about 10min from
the Canterbury bus station.
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DATES FOR DIARY
Saturday 12th November

BBKA examination day (details)

Saturday 3rd December

Xmas social event, 7.30-11pm, St Mary’s Hall,
Harbledown

Saturday 14th January

BBKA annual delegates meeting, National Beekeeping
Centre, Stoneleigh (link to papers here)

Wednesday 18th January 2017

tbc, Lecture on Bumblebee Research, Dr Lars Chittka
Professor in Sensory and Behavioural Ecology
Queen Mary, University of London

Wednesday 15th February 2017

tbc, talk on the management of Top Bar hives

Wednesday 15th March 2017

Queen rearing principles – planning for queen rearing as
a branch activity
Julian, Joan and Adrian

Saturday 18th March (tbc)

BBKA modules examination day

7-9 April 2017

BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams University

We keep a google calendar up-to-date with all branch meetings, and relevant other activities. You can
integrate this with your own calendars using the following information:


For use with a Calendar app such as Google calendar, Apple Calendar, Outlook or Thunderbird, the
first thing you need is the public address of our branch calendar, and in some cases you may also
need to reference our email address (cantbees@gmail.com):

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/cantbees%40gmail.com/public/basic.ics


Details on how to use this address for iPhones are here If you are not a gmail user, and here if you
already have a gmail account



I am not so familiar with Android phones (e.g. Samsung). This is what I’ve read, but can’t verify myself.
If you use Google Mail on your phone, it’s pretty easy – follow Google’s instructions. If you don’t run a
Google mail account, then you’ll need to look at these instructions.



If these instructions don’t work, and you figure out a better way for your device, please share it will us
at our branch discussion forum here
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BRANCH NEWS
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This allows you to send us your address details,

We are very grateful to Martin Neame for his work

and membership selections. However, it will not take
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2017 – your Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary
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BEEKEEPERS @ KSRC
Courses in Winter 2016/7
Through the winter, Beekeepers at KSRC will repeat its very successful “Improver Key Skills” course. It’s a five
session course as follows:
The five sessions can be booked together for £25 (non-refundable). Topics that will be covered:
 Bee & colony life-cycles, reading the colony, translating that into management actions
 Swarm control – an in-depth understanding of natural swarming, and its prevention
 Managing varroa – the key to healthy bees; monitoring and treatments, inc. non-chemical.
 winter management
 Health and Hygiene
We plan to hold the course in East Kent from 10 January – 7th February. This local course will be at The BeeBarn
- the training centre that is part of Bee Equipment’s facilities at Highland Court Farm in Bridge, near Canterbury. It
has a modern, well-equipped meeting/lecture room, with room for 35 delegates.
All these sessions are not intended for novices; our target audience is definitely "Improvers" - those who have
kept bees for a season or two and are keen to learn more, to improve their understanding and management of
their bees. So, if you are interested, bookings may be made from the KSRC website - www.ksrcbees.org.uk
A number of Canterbury branch members have attended this course previously, and found it useful.
Magdalene Mei Halkes offered this comment:
I attended this course earlier this year and found it most informative, useful and refreshing. It is a good
continuation course from Julian's beginner's course. I highly recommend it.
Bob Smith, Julie Coleman and Adrian Davis

BROGDALE
We continue to work with Brogdale to help educate the public
about bees. We recently received this request to help them in a
fundraising competition:
We aim to educate and inspire our visitors with the huge
collection of apples and other fruit that we grow at Brogdale. The
National Fruit Collection is also used year round to educate and
inspire educational groups.
So we’re appealing for your help, please vote for us to gain some
funding for our educational ‘beastie’ garden!
Click here: https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/16-659
This costs you nothing apart from a little time! You just need to register with your email details and then you
have 10 votes to put against our project – Beastie Garden, Brogdale Collections, Ospringe.
You can cast all 10 for our project or spread your support across multiple projects. Please do let anyone else
know or share these details on social media if you tweet or share on facebook!
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