
Minutes of a Meeting of Canterbury Beekeepers Branch Committee on 
Wednesday 5th July at the Old Gate Inn, Canterbury 
 
Attendance: 
David Cockburn (Chair), Joan McAllister (Treasurer/Membership Secretary), 
Maggie McKenzie, Julian Audsley, Michael Roberts (Minute Taker) 
Apologies: 
Adrian Davis (Secretary), Jan Soetaert, Simon Daniell, Magdalene Mei 
Haikes, Martin Meame 
 

Item Subject/Discussion Action 

1. 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swarm Control. There was some discussion on swarm 
control though the feeling was that many requests turned 
out to be for bumblebees. The number of requests received 
was well down on last year. 
Questionnaire to Members. The proposal was to seek 
opinions from members about what sort of help they wanted 
from the Branch. After discussion it was agreed that the 
subject be put on the Agenda for the AGM on 4th 
November. It was also agreed that follow up phone calls be 
made to members whose opinions were unclear or who 
gave none. 
Meet the Public. There was general disappointment with 
the public’s participation at the Strawberry Festival as well 
as the poor honey sales. However, the Cherry Festival (16th 
July) and Apple Festival (14th/15th October) are traditionally 
supported better. Whitefriars had been a success, despite 
the poor weather in the morning, and because of its location 
and footfall the public interest was high. The usual 
members manned both events, which, along with 
Palmstead, have become a heavy workload. It was felt that 
the load could be shared better and that newer members 
should be encouraged to participate.  
It was agreed that a second Whitefriars Day would be held 
at the end of “Canterbury in Bloom”. 
There was a need for a microphone for outside events such 
as those at Brogdale and MR agreed to explore what was 
available. 
Basic Test. JA reported that he has at long last found an 
assessor via KBKA – Julie in the Whitstable Branch. As 
time is short he would be liaising direct with her to arrange a 
date and proposed using an apiary in Barham. 
Finance. JM presented the accounts as at 4th July 2017, 
which prompted considerable discussion on what to do with 
the £3,600 in the current account. It was agreed that the 
club should explore the viability of purchasing a solar wax 
extractor and JA agreed to speak with Dover about the pros 
and cons of the equipment. It was also agreed that, 
alongside the extractor, the bundle should include double 
stainless steel sieves and honey buckets.   
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6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
8. 

Palmstead. There was a general discussion about the state 
of the bees and equipment at Palmstead. Until the hives 
were re-queened it was agreed that the normal weekly hive 
checks would be put on hold. There also needs to be a 
better, more formal handover/takeover process. At the 
same time, work needs to be done to increase the number 
of National brood and 14x12 frames with foundation 
available. Whilst 14x12 foundation is available there 
appears to be a lack of National brood and super 
foundation. Either, a working party on site needs to be 
established or agreement to work from home. (Perhaps a 
task for the Newbies?).  
There was also discussion on the possibility of approaching 
KBKA with a plan to purchase a plot of land, say half an 
acre, as an apiary site. The land would be owned by KBKA, 
but used by the Canterbury Branch. DC and JA would 
investigate what land might be available and its cost and a 
proposal would be put to KBKA. 
MR raised the danger of turning right out of Palmstead as 
the brow of the hill prevented traffic being seen and sound 
was largely absorbed by the woods. Whilst a mirror could 
not be erected on private or public land it was agreed that 
the matter should be raised with Sally to mitigate or even 
eliminate the danger. 
Meeting 5th August. Currently no decision has been made 
on the apiary site for the August meeting and offers needed 
to be sought urgently. Steve’s Westbere site was a 
proposition. 
Christmas Party. Following the great success of last year’s 
Christmas Party it was agreed that the favoured date this 
year was Friday 1st December. 
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