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EDITOR’S NOTES 
The last six weeks have shown 

us how dependent colonies 

are on the weather for their 

success through the summer.  

The NBU have issued warnings 

about the possibility of colony 

starvation this week, and 

whilst I don’t think the 

weather in East 

Kent has been 

quite as miserable 

as other parts of 

England and 

Wales, it’s a good 

reminder to make 

critical assessment 

of stores an 

element of your 

colony 

inspections.  Small 

colonies and 

nucs, or colonies 

where you have 

taken a harvest already, are 

particularly at risk.  In my own 

apiary, the combination of 

swarm control via splits, and 

slow subsequent buildup has 

definitely taken its toll on my 

colonies, and I will be uniting 

some to try to get take 

advantage of the summer 

flow. 

It would be good to compare 

notes on your local flowering 

species at our next meeting 

this coming weekend.  In July, 

one would expect flow from 

Limes/Linden (Tilia spp), 

clovers, blackberries (or 

brambles) and willowherbs.  

Other than soft fruit and 

borage, most cultivated 

crops have finished flowering, 

although Julian tells me that 

field beans are still “in”.  I 

have been approached this 

week by a local farmer, who 

has potato fields with 

headlands 

planted with 

Phacelia, which is 

about to flower.  

And of course, the 

injurious weeds 

such as spear 

thistle (Cirsium 

vulgare), creeping 

thistle (C. arvense) 

and common 

ragwort (Senecio 

jacobae) are 

actually valuable 

plants for 

pollinating insects, although 

do need management in 

agricultural settings. 

You might have already 

heard the news that Mann 

Lake UK is ceasing trading.  

I’ve reproduced their 

announcement on p4, and it 

seems likely that Patrick 

Murfet will reorganize his 

business - maybe with a less 

American feel to his 

equipment offerings. 

We hope to see you all at 

Bekesbourne next weekend. 

Adrian  

A branch of Kent Beekeepers Association 
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JULY 2016 

A newsletter for friends and 

members of Canterbury BKA 

Next Meeting 

Branch Apiary 

Meeting & 

barbeque 

Saturday 9th July 

2.30-5pm 

CBKA branch apiary 

Palmsted Wood, 

Bekesbourne Lane, 

Bekesbourne CT4 5DX 

Joining instructions 

 See p2 
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DATES FOR DIARY 
 

Tuesday 5th July 

 

 

Saturday 9th July 

 

 

Sunday 17th July 

 

Saturday 6th August 

 

Saturday 27th August 

 

Saturday 3rd September 

 

Wednesday 28th September 

 

15-16 October 

 

27-29 October 

 

CBKA committee meeting, 7-9pm, Old Gate Inn, 

Canterbury 

 

CBKA branch apiary meeting, 2.30-5pm  Bekesbourne 

apiary meeting and barbeque 

 

Brogdale Cherry Fair, demonstration and stall 

 

CBKA branch apiary meeting, 2.30-4.30pm 

 

BeeDay, Whitefriars Precincts, information & stall 

 

CBKA branch apiary meeting, 2.30-4.30pm 

 

East Kent Ploughing Match, Nonington 9-4pm 

 

Brogdale Apple Festival, demonstrations and stall 

 

National Honey Show, Sandown Park 

 

APIARY MEETING AND BBQ 
Palmsted Wood, Bekesbourne Lane, 

Bekesbourne CT4 5DX  

https://goo.gl/maps/EA4SF5ugxTq 

Saturday 9th July, 2.30-5pm 

We hope that many of you can join us at 

Bekesbourne this coming weekend.  As well as 

inspecting the bees, we expect to do some 

woodland maintenance (under the watchful eye of 

Chris d’Souza), and finish the afternoon with a 

barbeque.  Watch out for some last minute emails 

describing the arrangements for bee inspection, as 

well as the food and social arrangements. 

Normal apiary hygiene rules apply – so please bring clean bee-suits, clean disposable gloves (no leather 

gloves), and wellington boots.  If you need to borrow PPE, please let us know ASAP, so we can try to get a spare 

suit in the right location! 

 

  

https://goo.gl/maps/EA4SF5ugxTq
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BRANCH NEWS           
Bekesbourne Apiary 

AS the colonies have grown through May and 

June, their temperament has become more obvious, 

and unfortunately the persistent following that we 

observed earlier in the season has turned into 

downright unpleasant behaviour.  As a result, Julian 

has requeened two of the colonies.  One of the 

challenges of identifying temperament is to 

separate temporary “grumpiness” which arises from 

bad weather, or sudden halts in nectar flow, from 

the underlying temperament.  Our online record of 

inspections, even if there is some inconsistency 

between inspectors, means that we can discern a 

pattern over several weeks.  The queen from the nuc 

was moved using an introduction cage, and Julian 

supplied some other virgin queens; we hope that this 

will give us bees that are enjoyable rather than a 

trial with which to work. 

 

Request from BBKA 

If you are in receipt of a BBKA 2015/16 Winter 

Survival Survey invitation, please could you return the 

form to the BBKA, as soon as possible.  The data 

collected forms part of our long term research 

objectives and is part of a long term research 

project. Your co-operation is much appreciated. 

 

Brogdale Strawberry Fair 

Whilst we ran our usual stand, and provided 

lectures, the number of CBKA members willing to 

give up a few hours to support this event was small – 

thanks to those that did.  Our next event at Brogdale 

is on 17th July, for the Cherry Fair, so we really hope 

that more of you can take part in this fun event, and 

inspire members of the public with your passion for 

the craft of beekeeping. 

 More Requests for  Beeswax 

I haven’t had any pickup for previous requests for 

suppliers of beeswax, but just in case someone has 

beeswax languishing in a box at home, I have had 

two approaches this 

month from people 

seeking beeswax for their 

“natural cream” cosmetic 

products.  Let me know if 

you want to discuss 

volumes and pricing with 

the potential purchasers. 

 

June Apiary Meeting 

The June Club meeting came to visit my hives in 

Bigbury Orchard in Chatham Hatch.  I am very lucky 

to have Jan Soetaert keeping his hives in the same 

location as my beekeeper companion.  I would like 

to say the visit was very valuable to me with Adrian 

gave me lots of useful advice. Being visited is very 

different from visiting other's hive. Jan is always 

helpful, specially in his scientific approach.  Since 

then he has provided me with a capped queen cell 

to replace my queen in one colony.  I shall keep my 

fingers crossed that this colony will work out well.  If 

you have not had a visit from the club or your 

neighbourhood group, please ask for one.  I highly 

recommend it. 

   Magdalene Mei Halkes 

National Honey Show 

Even though it’s months away, please read p5, 

and particularly the note from Charlotte Tagart of 

Thanet Beekeepers, who are considering a day trip 

for all East Kent beekeepers. 

http://www.dphotographer.co.uk/image/355551/sweet_strawberry_bees
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NEWS FROM LOCAL EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER 
Thanks to Jan for pointing this out earlier in the week.  Let’s hope that Patrick Murfet and his team find a way to 

overcome their setback. 

Copied from MannLake UK’s facebook page on 3rd July. 

 

BIBBA CONFERENCE 2016  
will be held on 20-22 September on the Isle of Man. 

Three full days of quality international speakers with 

lectures on many aspects of beekeeping: from 

beginner to expert there will be excellent content for 

all of us to improve our beekeeping. 

Disease occurrence and spread and future threats 

to our bees are high profile; now is the time to focus 

on breeding from the best, locally, for less defensive, 

robust stocks of honey bees. Where better than a 

conference with like-minded beekeepers?  

Speaker profiles, lecture content summaries and 

booking are all now available online, links below. 

Please take a look and whatever you do don’t miss 

the Early Bee prices, available now. Large choice of 

accommodation, conference dinner, 

lots to see, so why not extend your visit? 

See you there! 

 “This weekend’s conference was excellent and 

more than met expectations - I hope this sets the 

standard for future UK beekeeping events and look 

forward to the next one!” ~ Delegate feedback, 

Llangollen 2014. 

http://bit.ly/ConferenceLinks for direct interactive 

links 

http://bit.ly/Conf01 for the website 

Trisha Marlow, Publicity Officer, BIBBA 

https://www.facebook.com/MannLakeUK/photos/a.1411511342438134.1073741829.1407324359523499/1723383527917579/?type=3&theater
http://bit.ly/ConferenceLinks
http://bit.ly/Conf01
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National Honey Show Newsletter June 2016 

2016 Venue: Sandown Park Racecourse 

Thursday 27th, Friday 28th and Saturday 29th October 2016 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ 

Preparations are well underway for this year’s show at the new venue with our usual 

excellent programme of lectures and workshops.  It’s over to you all now to plan your 

visit, your entries, give the stewarding and staging entry teams something to do, and 

make it the most spectacular display ever.  As always, do please get in touch if you can 

spend any time helping with the stewarding please e-mail our chief steward 

steward@honeyshow.co.uk . 

National Honey Show Posters and Leaflets 

We have some A3 and A4 posters, plus A5 leaflets available for distribution at your local meeting, county show or 

other events in the lead up to this year’s National Honey Show.  If you would like some, and particularly if you can 

display posters  in the Esher area, please e-mail publicity@honeyshow.co.uk  and let Val know how many and 

what size posters, how many leaflets, and whether you would  like some raffle ticket booklets too.  Remember to 

add your address. Val would also like to hear from you if you have any contacts in the schools, scout groups etc 

in the area surrounding Esher.  It would be great to encourage more entries and young visitors. 

National Honey Show Schedule 

The 2016 Schedule will be going to press shortly, when the last pieces of information are finallly added, and should 

be mailed out to National Honey Show members at the beginning of August in good time for the Show. This year it 

will include a programme of events over the three days. 

New class for 2016:  Skep.  To be made by the exhibitor using traditional materials and suitable for 

use.   If it has been used the skep must be in a clean condition with no comb inside.  So all those of you who have 

attended the skep making workshops over the years will have a chance to show off your new skills.  

The Trade, Educational Stands and Attractions 

There will be a children’s table with candle rolling, a children’s quiz, a (virtual) observational hive, a skep making 

demonstration on the Saturday.  It will be a very welcome novelty to have everything happening under one roof.  

Our usual supporters have already booked, plus some newcomers, so there will be lots to see alongside our 

competitive display. As we have more space this year, there is still time for new traders and supporting groups to 

contact us with a view to taking space over the three days:  e-mail tradestands@honeyshow.co.uk. 

National Honey Show Membership 

Just to mention that if you take out or renew membership across the summer, as many of you do, you’ll not only 

receive your copy of this year’s Schedule in the post, but it makes admission the day a much faster process which 

will really pay off if you’re delayed in traffic.  It’s a slightly longer trek to the lectures upstairs for 2016! 

Val, NHS Publicity Sec, publicity@honeyshow.co.uk  www.honeyshow.co.uk 

   

I'm contacting you as the Hon Secretary of Thanet Beekeepers. We are going to organise a coach/mini bus 

trip to the National Honey Show at Sandown Park Racecourse, Surrey for Friday 28th October. Would any of your 

members be interested in this trip?  We could do a pick up in Herne Bay and/or Whitstable 

and we anticipate that the cost of the travel would be around £15/head (max.)   

It would be a great opportunity for local association members to meet each other,  what 

d'you think? 

Please you could you get back to me  by the end of July at the latest, with approximate  

numbers of people interested in coming along.  May the sun go on shining! 

Contact Charlotte direct at: cjtagart@gmail.com , and cc to cantbees@gmail.com   

mailto:steward@honeyshow.co.uk
mailto:publicity@honeyshow.co.uk
mailto:tradestands@honeyshow.co.uk
mailto:publicity@honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
mailto:cjtagart@gmail.com
mailto:cantbees@gmail.com
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KENT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
Honey Show 2016 

 

The traditional Kent County Show is fast approaching, and is a showcase event for farming, countryside and 

rural life.  The three day event brings together the very best of Kent with animals and food, fun and excitement 

and above all a sense of what ‘The Garden of England’ has to offer, for the whole family. 

The KBKA Honey Show, is one of the events at the Kent Show, and as usual, KBKA encourages participation 

either as an exhibitor, or as an assistant in manning the stalls.  Below is a last appeal for support from Bob Smith 

(the other one).  I’ve also attached the forms that Bob sends to potential stewards. You should act quickly if 

you want to help out. Bob’s contact details on p7 below. 

I am sending out another request for stewards at the Kent Show 2016 which is being held on 8th, 9th and 10th 

July 2016. 

I have the following vacancies (AS A MINIMUM) to run the stands. 

DAY                                       AM                        PM 

FRIDAY                                  1                             2 

SATURDAY                            2                             7 

SUNDAY                                4                             3 

I would like two more people on the Saturday and the Sunday to assist with the catering.  Many hands make 

light work. 

If you can assist please complete the attached form, which is in word format, and get it back to me by email 

so that I have the details to send out the tickets. 

Your help would be much appreciated and it would show the Kent Beekeepers in a good light. 

THOSE THAT HAVE ALREADY CONTACTED ME YOUR ENTRY TICKETS ARE IN THE POST. 

JUST TO REMIND YOU IF YOU ARE ATTENDING ON THURSDAY TO SET UP OR ARE ON THE EARLY SHIFT ON THE 

FRIDAY TO BRING A PLANT OR FLOWERS TO COMPLETE A DISPLAY THAT HAS BEEN SET UP IN THE MARQUEE. 

Many thanks in advance for your help. 

Bob Smith, New Eltham 

Website for County Show: http://kentshowground.co.uk/the-show/about-the-kent-county-show/ 

 

 

http://kentshowground.co.uk/the-show/about-the-kent-county-show/


 

 

KENT BEE-KEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Chief Steward:  

 Bob Smith, 12 Dulverton Road, New Eltham, London SE9 3RH                                     

Phone: 020 8300 1807  Mobile  07714213738            bsmith12@ntlworld.com 

 

STEWARDS FOR THE KENT COUNTY SHOW, DETLING 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 08, 09, 10 July 2016.       Set up day Thursday 07 July 

I would like to start by thanking all those who helped at the Show last year. I am now writing to ask for 

volunteers for this year’s Show.  If you can help please complete the form attached and return it to me.   If you do 

not want to be asked again please tick the appropriate box on the form and return it to me. 

Your attendance will be confirmed by the supply of entry tickets and duty rotas and these should reach you 

during the first week in July.   The rota may well change between when I send it out and the Show itself, but if I have 

changed you to a different time I will let you know in advance.  I aim to keep husbands, wives, partners and friends 

on the same time rota so they can enjoy their free time together. 

You are expected to do ONE half day slot during the day and you will then have half a day to 

wander round the show. 

Refreshments will again be available for the stewards in the Pavilion so please tick your requirements on the 

form.  There will be no charge for lunch, but we would be grateful for a donation of £4.00 for every lunch which can 

be collected from you at the time.   If you do order a lunch I would be grateful if you would take it up – or tell 

Lesley Fancote/me in advance if you change your mind – so that we do not over-cater or spend time trying to track 

you down. All three days will be just £10.00. 

I would also be grateful for any help you can give in either setting up the Show on the Thursday (arrival at 10am, 

don’t forget to bring your own lunch but drinks will be available in the Pavilion), or dismantling it on the Sunday 

evening (but not before 5.30pm and anyone arriving just to clear up will not get into the ground until 6pm). 

Please complete the form with your preferences and I will do my best to keep to them, but I can’t promise – 

obviously the earlier you reply the more likely you are to get the job you want. I would appreciate it if you 

would remain at your post during your stewarding sessions. If you are not happy with where you are, please 

come and see me. IT IS ALSO NECESSARY THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO ACTUALLY CONVERSE 

WITH THE PUBLIC – DO NOT WORRY AS IN THE MAIN YOU WILL KNOW MORE THAN 

THEY DO. 

I would appreciate the forms back by 20 June so that I can work out the rota, but don’t think that I 

won’t accept your offers of help if you return your form after that date!   If you know of anyone else who might be 

interested in stewarding, please ask them to contact me, or give me their details or send them copies of these forms. 

Any form received after the 30th June 2016 will mean that you will have to collect your tickets at 

Gate 4 having rung me on your arrival at the Show Ground 

Bob Smith, Chief Steward 

May 2016 

THERE WILL BE A HONEY SHOW AGAIN THIS YEAR SO  DO PARTICIPATE IF YOU CAN.  THE SCHEDULE 

WILL BE AVAILABLE  SHORTLY. AS SOON AS I GET A COPY I WILL SEND IT OUT. 



 

 

THE KENT COUNTY SHOW, DETLING, 8, 9, 10th JULY 2016 
 

YOUR DETAILS (Please PRINT clearly) 

 

Name:  

 

………………………………………………………………………. 

  
Address: ………………………………………………………………………. 

  
 …………………………………….Post Code …………………… 

  
Telephone number(s): ……………………………/(mob):  …………………….. 

  
e-mail address: …………………………………………………………………….. 

  
Preferred name on badge and Branch:  ………………………………………… 

  
Steward position requested (NOT GUARANTEED) from attached list.  

..………………………………………………….…….…………………………    

  
ATTENDANCE & REFRESHMENTS  - Please complete as appropriate 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SESSION TIMES THIS YEAR ARE 8AM – 1PM (AM) 

AND 1PM TO 6PM (PM). YOU WILL THEN HAVE A FULL HALF DAY TO VISIT THE SHOW. 

  
I can Steward on Friday      08 July AM/PM Book me in for lunch    
  
I can Steward on Saturday  09 July AM/PM Book me in for lunch    
  
I can Steward on Sunday    10 July AM/PM Book me in for lunch    
  

Lunch, teas, coffees and soft drinks are free, but we would appreciate a donation 

towards the lunches of say, £4.00 a day, which can be collected from you at lunch 

time. If 3 days the cost will be £10- 00.   
  

Please indicate if you have any special dietary requirements: 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

  
SETTING UP AND DISMANTLING SHOW 
I am able to help with:  

  
Setting up the Show on Thursday 07 July (start 10am)   

  
Dismantling Show on Sunday 10 July (Not before 5.30pm)   

(anyone arriving just to clear up will not get into the grounds until 6pm) 
Please indicate if you need to drive onto the showground with goods.     

Pre-Show entry tickets are needed to bring vehicles into the showground on both these occasions.   If 

you are only able to help setting up the Show, then return of your Pre-Show entry tickets will be 

appreciated. 

  
WANTED - HONEY TO SELL AT THE SHOW 

We need honey to sell at the Show.  It would be nice to have as wide a range of honey from 

throughout the County as possible.  Please advise me or a committee member how much you 

are able to supply and we can tell you where it has to be delivered. Please ask around your 

branch and raise as much stock as possible for sale on the three days. Cut comb is also 

required. 
 

I no longer wish to be asked to steward         
RETURN TO:     BOB SMITH, 12 DULVERTON ROAD, NEW ELTHAM LONDON SE9 3RH  

  M0B: 07714213738    TEL: 020 8300 1807    bsmith12@ntlworld.com  

mailto:bsmith12@ntlworld.com


 

 

STEWARDS FOR THE KENT COUNTY SHOW, DETLING 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 08, 09, 10 July 2016 

 

List of Steward Stations. Please show preference (NOT GUARANTEED) on the Stewards 

Form. 

 

Bees and Wasps 

Candle rolling 

Candle dipping 

Observation hive  

Observation hive 

Hive to Jar 

Information & Education 

Skep Making 

Hive Demonstrations 

Show Bench 

General Help 

Catering 

Sheppey – Terry Clare 

Shop 

Honey Tasting 

Badges 

Insect Houses 

Flower Types 

 


