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BRANCH MEETINGS
Summmer
Our branch meetings are normally held on the first Saturday of the month, from April-September. The majority
of these meetings are straightforward inspections, where we aim to show beginners the normal development of
colonies throughout the season. These meetings are ideally
held at members’ apiaries, so that we get a mix of ideas,
equipment and location in which to see bee colonies. We
may address specific topics like queen raising or honey
extraction and preparation for sale. in the Spring we will
usually have a “bee safari”, at which we tour around half-adozen or so apiaries in the company of the local seasonal bee
inspector. This has a two-fold advantage – lots of people get
to meet the bee inspectors (who are very friendly!), and we
get the benefit of the SBI’s extensive expertise and
experience.

Winter
During the close season (October – March), we hold monthly meetings on the first Monday of the month.
These are normally held in the management suite at Whitefriars, in the centre of Canterbury. Whitefriars provides
a comfortable, centrally-located meeting place, with room for about 30 people; sometimes we will use a larger
location. Winter meetings are varied, and often led by branch members, who will talk about a variety of topics.
We will occasionally invite nationally recognized beekeepers, specialist speakers e.g. with medical expertise on
stings and de-sensitisation, or university-based researchers (recent talks have addressed varroa and deformed
wing virus, and decoding waggle dances). We will usually hold our AGM to discuss branch business in November,
and in recent years have held a very popular honey-tasting event in October.

Neighbourhood Groups
CBKA is a geographically spread association, with members been based from Faversham in the west to
Folkestone in the south and Deal in the east. Since 2013, we’ve
been running neighbourhood groups (also known as mentor
groups), with about 30 people benefiting from having local
help in building up beekeeping skills. These groups provide a
network of local members, who are “just around the corner”,
and available for hands-on assistance.
David Cockburn coordinates these groups – making sure
that the groups cover our range, without diluting the impact of
the groups with large geographical spread.
Should you wish to participate, and we hope you do, you
should send David an email (dcockburn@eldaka.demon.co.uk ) stating your location, whether you are a
beginner or improver, if you have bees and number of hives. Here’s a list of the areas covered, and the group
leaders:
Canterbury/Faversham

Dave Cockburn

Deal

Adrian Davis

Folkestone/Ashford

Dougal Hendry

Womenswold

Joan McAllister/ Maggie McKenzie

During our bee safaris (see above), we try to visit a member of each of the neighbourhood groups.
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BRANCH COMMUNICATIONS
Newsletters
A branch newsletter is produced 10 or 11 times a year, and is issued a few days before the monthly meeting. It
is distributed to all members who supply an email address, and is also posted on the website. The newsletter
editor is always keen to receive articles or photographs from members – just email me at cantbees@gmail.com

Email
An email address really helps us to keep you updated with news, and requests for information. You should
normally expect to get 3-6 emails a month from our account (cantbees@gmail.com). If you are not getting
emails, please check your spam filters first, and put this address on your whitelist. It’s easy for us to change our
records, so keep us up-to-date with your preferred email account.

Website
We have a website http://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk, which is both our public-facing web presence, but
also provides member-only content and services. Every new member should have an account on the website, as
it “unlocks” for you some of our key services (the discussion forum, swarm collection management, and honey
sales, which are discussed below). A number of our communications are targeted at members only – such as the
most recent newsletters (the latest 3 months are held for private reading only), minutes of branch meetings (the
AGM and committee meetings), and these will only be accessible if you log-in to the website.

Forum
Whilst there are many beekeeping discussion forums accessible on the internet (for example, the BBKA runs
quite a busy discussion group), we have a member-only forum that all members can access by logging into the
website. The purpose is to offer a supportive, locally based discussion forum where beginners and improvers alike
can ask questions, share tips, try to organize group purchases etc. Login to the website and look at
http://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/forum/ - and more importantly, initiate and participate in the conversations;
don’t just “lurk”!!
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APIARIES
Bekesbourne
In 2015, we were lucky enough to be invited to set up
an apiary in Palmsted Wood, Bekesbourne, thanks to the
generosity of Chris d’Souza and Sally Stonier. 2016 wil be
the first season where we actively integrate management
of this apiary into the branch’s regular activities. We have
a weekly inspection rota set up through the season, which
we strongly encourage every member to help out with.
Not everyone will be confident enough to lead an
inspection of an apiary containing 5 hives, but everyone
can assist.
Martin Neame is our very well-organised apiary manager for Bekesbourne – he can be contacted via the
Bekesbourne apiary webpages http://canterburybeekeepers.org.uk/bekesbourne-apiary/

Whitefriars
Since 2011, we have maintained a rooftop apiary on the Whitefriars shopping centre in Canterbury. The
relationship with Whitefriars has been very successful – in addition to granting us access to the roofspace for the
apiary, they allow us to use their meeting room. In return,
we run a couple of “BeeDays” in the Whitefriars precincts,
and also supply them with any honey surplus that the apiary
produces. Through the collaboration, we have a
beekeeping information panel at ground level in the
precincts, and assisted in the production of an educational
book about bees that Whitefriars circulate to local schools.
Whilst the bees seem quite content on the rooftops, it’s
not an ideal location for apiary meetings, as the access is
(obviously) strictly controlled. We are always on the lookout
for Canterbury-based members to help out with the
maintenance of these hives. Contact Julian Audsley on
julian100@btinternet.com

Westbere
The third apiary that CBKA uses is in Westbere. This is primarily used now as an isolation apiary, and a
temporary home for collectors to deposit swarms prior to handing them over, usually to new beekeepers who are
looking to establish their first hive(s).
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EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE
The first time your bees produce enough surplus is a
very exciting time for most beekeepers – until they see
how much a good quality centrifugal extractor costs.
New, there will be little change from £300 for a good
stainless steel extractor. Many of our members are
small scale beekeepers with 2 or 3 hives, who might
find it hard to justify such expense. Fortunately, CBKA
has a 4 frame centrifugal extractor and settling tank
available for hire. It’s usually the case that people
need the extractor at similar times, so we charge £5.00
for 24hrs. Contact the CBKA committee to arrange a
loan, or volunteer to help manage the extractor. And
if you end up having a surplus, you can use our website to advertise your over-the-gate sales!

BEEKEEPING SERVICES
Swarm Collection
An important aspect of organized beekeeping
associations is the collection and redistribution of swarms.
This provides an important service to our community, as
most people don’t like to have swarms (or their more
permanent nest equivalents) on their properties. Swarms
also provide a useful source of bees to re-stock apiaries, or
get beginners started up, at a fraction of the price of
sourcing bees from commercial suppliers.
We offer swarm match-making services to our
members, via a website mechanism we’ve established
over the last few years. Julian Audsley has graciously
agreed to be coordinator for these swarm re-homing
services. Members are invited to register to receive and/or
collect swarms at this page on our website. You’ll need to
log-in to see these pages.
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Bee Inspectors
Honey bees are considered livestock by DEFRA, and there are a number of regulations that apply to all
beekeepers, whether hobbyists or farmers. Generally, the first point of contact with officialdom for any
beekeeper is the Seasonal Bee Inspector. The inspectors are friendly, knowledgeable and expert at identifying
diseases of bees and colonies. They are also on the frontline for detecting non-native invasive species such as the
Asian Hornet, small hive beetle, and tropilaelaps mites. Whilst we all hope that our bees remain healthy, if you
ever think that your bees are in a poor state, then the SBI are on hand April – September to help. CBKA
encourages you to register in the national BeeBase - which is maintained by the SBIs - in case there is a disease
outbreak near you. Register yourself at the National Bee Unit website. Our local inspectors are
Kay Wreford North Kent 07775 – 119483
Michael Cooper South Kent 07775 – 119451
Diane Steele diane.steele@apha.gsi.gov.uk work phone: 01243 582612 Mobile No: 07775 119452
Diane is the regional bee inspector (and therefore in post all-year around). The bee inspectors roughly divide
their territories by dissecting East Kent using the A2. If you are north of the A2, Kay is likely to visit, if south, then
Michael. Just contact whichever one whose number comes to hand first!!

Training Courses
Many members of CBKA have taken their initial steps in beekeeping by combining attendance at apiary
meetings with a more structured course of instruction. In CBKA we have a very experienced trainer, Julian
Audsley, who over the last 8 years or so, has regularly run an introductory course over 6 weeks, either in the early
autumn (Sept – October) or early Spring (March – April).
In addition to this introduction, CBKA strongly encourages its members to learn more about the craft of
beekeeping through BBKA’s formal assessment programme. Most beekeepers will not find the Basic Assessment
at all intimidating, particularly after a couple of seasons of beekeeping experience. CBKA regularly organizes
refresher classes for members who want to stretch their beekeeping knowledge. Contact Julian Audsley or the
branch secretary to register your interest in getting ready for the BBKA Basic Certificate in Beekeeping.
For those of you who are prepared to
study at a broader and deeper level,
BBKA offers a structured set of practical,
orally tested examinations beyond the
Basic Assessment (General Husbandry,
Advanced Husbandry, Microscopy, Honey
Show Judge). There are also a series of
modular examinations in all aspects of
beekeeping. For a complete description
of BBKA’s assessment framework, go to this
BBKA webpage
There are a small number of members
who have qualified at the more
advanced levels (General Husbandry,
Intermediate Theory certificate and
beyond), and will always be willing to give
advice and assistance to would-be exam-sitters. Contact the secretary to be put in contact with them.
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DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS

BBwear Ltd, Unit NP1, Rosedene Farm, Threemilestone, Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9AN
Tel :- 01872 562731
Email :- mike.bb1@btinternet.com
web: http://www.bbwear.co.uk
We are delighted to offer associations 20% discount on our complete range of clothing.
Orders should go out the same day if items are in stock. We need your customers to contact us directly
(email/phone), as we cannot use discount codes on our site. Once we have been contacted we need
confirmation from the branch secretary that they are a member, via email or phone.
We also offer an embroidery service which is proving popular with associations to identify and protect their
own suits. Suits are normally embroidered on the breast pocket and prices start at £6.00 per suit for something
like: South Cornwall BKA
Please check out our NEW website. We will soon be able to supply more beekeeping equipment which will be
added shortly.

Buzz Beekeeping Supplies, Wood Farm, Theale, Somerset. BS28 4SL
Email: queenbee@buzzbeekeepingsupplies.co.uk
Web: https://www.buzzbeekeepingsupplies.co.uk/
Group Scheme - every club or association registered with Buzz can pass on a discount code to give their
members 15% off. We have registered as an association, and if you want to get the discount, just drop the CBKA
secretary an email at cantbees@gmail.com so that he can give you the instructions on how to claim the
discount.
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MEET THE PUBLIC
BeeDays at Whitefriars
As part of our partnership with Whitefriars, we
now make concerted efforts to go out and tell
people about bees, beekeeping and all the
wonderful products of the hive. Whilst we don’t
always produce as much honey as we would like,
these events give us all access to a ready and
willing market for “artisan honey”, which the general
public enthusiastically buy. We will typically hold
two “BeeDays” in the city centre precincts outside
Whitefriars, and they will provide a temporary
structure to keep the sun (!) off our observation hives, honey stands, and the enthusiastic volunteers. Michael
Roberts is coordinating this series of activities. These are typically 10-4pm events, and we are always looking for
volunteers to help out for a few hours – talking about the observation hive, gardening to supporting pollinating
insects, selling some honey and generally passing on our passion for bees.

Fruit Festivals at Brogdale
We will also be attending the Festivals at Brogdale again this year, starting with the Strawberry Fair. A couple
of people usually will do some lectures, and we need people to help man the stand: Maggie McKenzie will
coordinate the “rota”. We will run a number of sessions
during the day and normally have two people on duty
at a time. Please let Maggie know when you are
available and whether you can do morning or
afternoon sessions (email
maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk ). We also need to
know if you can help set up on first thing, to arrive by
9.00am. Even if you can’t make this event, we’d be
very happy if you can supply honey for sale.
After the Strawberry Fair in June, we will typically
also attend the Cherry Festival in July and the Apple
Festival, a two day event in October. We are always
looking for volunteers to help out for a few hours at
these events.
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East Kent Ploughing Match
The East Kent Ploughing Match is a very traditional agricultural one-day event held in late September. It has
run in its current form since the 1950s, but local ploughing matches have been traced back to 1840. It’s a good
opportunity to compare honey yields with other local beekeepers, as we normally share a stand with Thanet and
Dover & District beekeepers. There’s usually plenty of honey to sell, and a willing audience too.
http://www.ekpma.co.uk/

County Honey Shows
There are three important Honey Shows for CBKA members to consider entering. The Kent Show is held at the
showground in Detling in July, as part of the Kent County Show, and is the main Kentish honey show, supported by
all branches of Kent BKA. Whilst it’s a bit of a trek for us, there is the temptation of free entry to the County Show, if
you volunteer to support the Beekeeping Stand for an hour or two. It’s also a good opportunity to compare your
honey, wax and mead-making skills against the best in the county.
The Thanet Honey Show and the Dover and District Honey Show are more local events, that occur in October,
in the weeks leading up to the National Honey Show. These are organized by TBKA and DDBKA (both Kentish BKA
that are not part of Kent BKA – at some point in the past, separation from the county organization seemed to
make sense to folks).

Ad hoc Events
In addition to the major groups of events listed above, we do get involved in a number of ad hoc activities,
often derived from contacts with individual members. Members are invited to go into schools, Gardening
Societies, Women’s Institutes etc to talk about beekeeping, often taking along an observation hive. There are
other country- and environmental-themed events in which we also participate –Fête of the Blean, Hambrook
Marshes Haymaking Festival, Sandwich Folk Festival and Canterbury Ecofest have all been supported in the past.
If you have the energy to coordinate the set-up and management of a beekeeping presence at a local event,
please let one of the committee know. It’s very rewarding to do these events; however, they do not happen
magically, so we are always interested to hear from people willing to help out on stalls.
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BBKA MEMBERSHIP
Members and Friends
Membership of Canterbury/Kent BKA automatically joins you to the British Beekeepers Association
If you have bees, full membership as a Registered Member runs from the 1st October and for 2015-16 is
£46 including insurance for 3rd party and product liability, Bee Disease Insurance for three hives and a years
subscription to the monthly colour magazine Beecraft. You will also receive monthly newsletters from the British
Beekeeper’s Association, and occasional newsletters from the Kent Beekeepers Association.
The form for renewal of membership is here in MS Word format: Membership Renewal 2015-16 , or in Adobe
PDF format: Membership-Renewal-2015-16 pdf

Junior membership
(under 18 on 1st October 2016) is £20 which includes all the benefits above.

Friend
A Friend (non-beekeepers or members of other associations) is £8 which includes newsletters from Canterbury
and Kent. A Friend with Beecraft subscription is £29.00, Friend with BBKA News only is £18, and a Friend with both
Beecraft and BBKA News is £38.
If you are living at the same address as an Registered member or Friend you can join as a Partner for £1. BDI
insurance can be added for a total of £14.
A pdf/printable description of the membership categories can be downloaded by clicking
here: KBKA_Membership_guide12.
We’d encourage you to sign up for GiftAid – KBKA can claim back 25p for every £1 that you give in fees. Any
UK taxpayer can sign a declaration to allow this.

BBKA news and BeeCraft
Your membership of CBKA/BBKA entitles you to monthly “BBKA newsletters”. As a member of BBKA, you can
get access to back issues dating from February 2008 to the present day – this is a great resource for would-be
scholars and exam-sitters. Membership of our branch also includes subscription to the gold-medal winning
magazine BeeCraft, which is supplied Feb-Jan of each subscription year. As we are part of Kent BKA, which is
one of the founding owners of BeeCraft, this is a non-optional part of your membership. You can get a
discounted subscription for BeeCraft by embracing the fully digital age, and eschewing a paper copy.
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Insurance
There are two types of insurance relevant to members of CBKA. The Third
Party Public and Products Liability insurance policy automatically covers all
registered, partner, UK-resident Individual Members and constituent
associations (referred to collectively as “Members”) against any financial loss
caused by a successful claim against them by a third party for injury or other
loss deemed to have been caused by the Member, or their bees, whilst undertaking beekeeping activities or
through the normal use of their hive products. The limit of this cover is presently £10,000,000 with each new claim
carrying an excess of £250 for third party property damage claims that is payable by the Member. You are
covered for swarm collection activities, provided it is part of your normal beekeeping activities. If you charge
reasonable expenses, then this will not affect your cover. However, if you make a business out of swarm collection
this would be viewed differently. You would need normal Commercial Insurance for this business activity which is
not covered by the BBKA policy
A Members Liability Verification Certificate is available for members attending farmers’ markets etc., where
proof of cover is required. The Public Liability insurance also covers officers of branches and associations
undertaking their activities in connection with their group. In addition, the insurance covers product liability up to
£10,000,000. An overall limit of £25,000,000 applies to all claims under this policy in a policy year.
For information on the above insurance you should login to the BBKA website, and look at this page and its
links.
The other insurance that all members should be aware of is Bee Disease
Insurance. Under the statutory powers granted to Bee Inspectors, they may
require destruction of colonies, should they be determined to be infected with
Foul Brood (principally American Foul Brood, but may also apply to colonies
with severe European Foul Brood infections). BDI is an insurance that will seek to
compensate you for loss of hive parts, should you suffer from a statutory order.
The default insurance (£2/annum) covers you for 3 hives; it is very cheap to
extend this insurance to the maximum number of hives you expect to run during
a season (include nucs and other temporary colonies).
BDI insurance becomes effective each year from the time that the member's association receives his or her
membership subscription and any additional BDI premium is received. Premiums are paid in respect of the
calendar year, 1st January to 31st December, irrespective of the date on which they are actually paid. However,
cover will not commence until 40 days have elapsed from the payment of the premium, where such payment is
made after 31st March. This is known as the 40-day rule.
Beekeeping members can insure more colonies for the following additional premiums:
Up to 5 colonies (including the basic three) an additional £2.00
Up to 10 colonies (including the basic three) an additional £5.25. If you to cover more hives, please contact
the membership secretary who can advise you of the relevant insurance premiums.
Find out more about Bee Diseases Insurance here
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